
PROJECT #1:  

Mozart vs. Beethoven 

 

PART 1: Who Was Better? 
 In your journal, write at least three paragraphs in response to the question, “Who was the 

greater classical composer, Mozart or Beethoven?”  

  

 This is your opinion, but you must support your answer with a strong argument! Remember, 

you are trying to persuade others to agree with you.  

 

 Use a piece of scrap paper to organize your ideas before you start writing. Your response should 

have 1) an introduction paragraph in which you state your opinion, 2) a paragraph in which you make 

your argument, and 3) a paragraph in which you write your conclusion – remind the reader why you are 

right! 

 

PART 2: Choose One 
Whether you picked Mozart or Beethoven as the best composer, you will now create a mini-project to 

complete based on one of the composers. Choose from one of the options below:  

 

DRAWING  
Create a show poster advertising one of your composer's works. It must be: 

1. At least 8x10” in size 

2. High quality work – nice lettering and/or neat drawing 

3. Contain the composer's name, a date, time, and place for the show, the name of the work to be 

played, and a description of the type of work (Opera? Symphony? Ballet?) 

4. Make sure the poster “sells” the work to the audience! 

 

WRITING 
Read an article with further information on your selected composer, highlight the information you find 

most interesting or most important, and then write a summary of the article.  

 

Articles:  

Beethoven: How the World's First Rock Star Changed Music Forever 

Mozart: In Search of Genius 

 

LYRIC COMPOSITION  
Read the lyrics to Beethoven's “Ode to Joy” and try to rewrite each line in your own words. Try to keep 

the same meaning, but update the language to reflect our modern world.  

 

DRAMA 
Write a short, one-act play based on the film, Amadeus. It can be a monologue by one of the characters 

or it can feature multiple characters. You must include all the major plot points from the movie. Bonus 

points if you can make it funny as well as accurate! You can then perform your play as a one-man (or 

woman) act with the help of props you create or you can enlist one of your classmates to help you act it 
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