“The only thing more expensive than education is ignorance”
						~Benjamin Franklin
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English 11
American Literature

Teacher		Room			Email			
B. Arnold: 		3405		 	barnold@rcps.info		
K. Almaguer 	3401			kalmaguer@rcps.info	 
C. Anderson		3433			clanderson@rcps.info           
L. Noell		3303			lnoell@rcps.info
D. Meyerhoeffer	3428			dmeyerhoeffer@rcps.info 
E.Cote		3321			ecote@rcps.info 














Objectives and Goals: 
     English 11 is a survey course in American Literature with a primary focus on writing, reading, literature and research, in order to prepare students for the SOL tests in these areas.  Skills will be developed and mastered to create well-organized, effective, persuasive oral and written presentations.  Students will study the history of American literature in several genres and periods to gain an understanding and learn how to recognize the impact and contributions on modern culture.  Students will continue to develop writing skills, for both professional and academic writing, including application, resume, and research papers.  Students will continue in English 11 to compile a “Writing Portfolio.” In addition, Students will learn and master skills to be used in the 21st Century world.


Homework: 
Homework will be assigned as needed.  It is meant to expand upon class work and to help practice skills. In addition, homework will be used as a way to prepare you for the reading and writing components of the SOL.
Homework is to be turned in at the beginning of class to the appropriated area, No Exceptions.  Daily assignments are available in class and on class websites. (Please be advised, assignments on the website are tentative and subject to change)

Assessments and Projects: 
Students will be assessed through discussion, formal examinations, quizzes, written assignments of various forms and projects.  

Several small projects as well as long-term projects will be assigned this year.

Major assignments (including papers and projects) must be turned in on the due date.  No Exceptions. If you are going to be absent, please contact me as soon as possible and make arrangements for the assignment to be dropped off at PHHS.
Students will be given sufficient lead time, but must be sure to use time wisely.  For group projects, each person must contribute…no free riders allowed.


Technology problems are Your problems and do not extend deadlines.
Computers and printers are available in the PHHS library for student use.  You are responsible for taking advantage of this resource and using it to your advantage. In addition, you are issued a PASS and it is required for this course.

Students will receive a rubric for all projects and papers; grades will be based on the rubric for each assignment.

Weekly vocabulary and daily grammar practice will be part of this course.  Tests in both of these areas will be a requirement. 


Tardies, Absences, Make-up Work:
You are expected to be in your seat, working at the time the bell rings. If you are tardy it will have a negative impact on your grade and may result in a referral. If you are more than five minutes late to class, you are skipping and will receive a referral. For further tardy policies, please refer to the PHHS Student Code of Conduct.

The pace of this course is swift.  Please make every attempt to be in class each day or you will quickly fall behind.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
If you are absent, you are to visit the class website first to retrieve assignments and homework.  If you have questions or do not understand, please see your teacher in person.  All work assigned while a student is absent must be turned in within 5 school days of the absence. If it is not, the work will not be accepted.

Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is using someone else’s words or ideas as your own.  This includes copying verbatim, paraphrasing without giving reference or credit to the original source. This also includes finding information on the Internet or in an electronic source without giving credit to the original source.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  If you are suspected of plagiarism you will receive a zero on the assignment.  Please note the same policy is in effect for cheating.  If you cheat, you will receive a zero and will be written up.  This is non-negotiable.  When citing sources for this course use MLA format.  Finally, if you are unsure if you are plagiarizing, ASK!

Cell Phones and toys: 
Cell phones and electronic devices of any kind are not permitted in class, unless they are being used for instructional purposes (I will let you know when that is).  If the electronic device is seen, heard, or suspected of being used, it will be confiscated. Failure to turn over the device will result in a referral. For further consequences, please refer to the PHHS Student Code of Conduct. 

Fidget spinners, Rubik’s cubes, fidget boxes and any other toys that causes distractions are not permitted and will be confiscated without a medical note indicating it is necessary for student concentration.

Statement on Academic Integrity
Patrick Henry seeks to maintain an optimal learning environment. General principles of academic honesty include respect for the intellectual property of others, the expectation that individual work will be submitted unless otherwise allowed by an instructor, and the obligations both to protect one’s own academic work from misuse by others as well as to avoid using another’s work as one’s own. All students are expected to understand and abide by these principles. Students representing the work of another as their own will receive a grade of “F” on that assignment.  Students will sign a pledge on every assessment indicating that they have neither given nor received help.

Statement for Students with Disabilities
Any student with a documented disability will receive the accommodations in his/her IEP or 504 plan.  If those accommodations are not sufficient for academic progress, the teacher, student, or parent may contact the case manager to arrange for a meeting to discuss additional options.


Grading Scale: 		Grades will be divide into the following categories 		
A 90-100				Classwork 10%
B 80-89				Tests 30%	 
C 70-79 				Quizzes 15%						
D 60-69				Projects 25%
F 59-and below		Other 20%

Required Materials: 
PASS laptop
3-ring binder					
Loose leaf college rule paper		Flash drive-2MB is sufficient
Dividers					Tissues and/or Lysol Wipes for the classroom 
Pens, pencils

Texts: 
Holt Reinhart; Elements of Literature Fifth Course
Holt Reinhart: Elements of Language Fifth Course

Timeline

Areas of Continual study

Parts of speech				literary analysis					
Parts of sentence			creating and supporting argument		
Phrases					Literary terms		
Clauses					Vocabulary		
Capitalization				Non-Fiction
Essay Composition
Essay Editing
Presentations and communication

Tentative outline of Literature

August/September				October
Native American Literature
Puritans/Bradstreet/Edwards				Romanticism/Irving/Poe/Longfellow
Colonials/Franklin/Jefferson				Emerson/Thoreau
Autobiography							Archetype
Aphorism							Mood/Sound Effects
Parallelism							Theme/Imagery/Short Story
Allusion 								
Figures of Speech							
									

November					December				January
Research/MLA Format			Realism/Twain				Moderns/Fitzgerald
Persuasion					Point of View				Continual Studies
Argument/Dialogue/Style			Irony/Comic Device/Satire
Concrete/Abstract Language		Diction
Personal Essay					Conflict
Paradox					Whitman/Free Verse/Rhythm



February					March 				April/May
Moderns/Steinbeck			Moderns/Hansberry			Harlem Renaissance
SOL Prep 					SOL Prep				Their Eyes Were Watching God
Continual Studies				Continual Studies				SOL Prep
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